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Paul Chastko 
pchastko@ucalgary.ca 
 

Current Research Interests: 

 The influence of globalization on the oil industry and operations of Multinational Oil 

Companies 

 The public and private policies affecting the development of unconventional fuel sources 

 The evolution of North American energy security 

 

Citizenship: Canadian 

 

Academic Background: 

Doctorate, Ohio University, 2002 

Master of Arts (History) University of Calgary, 1997 

Bachelor of Arts, First Class Honours (History) University of Calgary, 1995 

 

Academic Appointments: 

Instructor, Department of History, University of Calgary 2007-Present 

Program Coordinator, International Relations BA Program 2006-2014 

Fellow, Centre for Military and Strategic Studies 2006-Present  

Sessional Instructor, Department of History 2003-2007 

Teacher of Record, Ohio University, Athens, OH. 1999-2001 

 

Courses Taught: 

At the University of Calgary 

History 201: Europe Since 1789 

History 307: The Contemporary World 

History 333: Totalitarianism 

History 371: United States Since 1877 

History 379: War and Society I: Medieval to Napoleon 

History 381: Military History I: Waterloo to the Nuclear Age 

History 383: War and Society III: Cold War and Beyond 

History 460: The United States Civil War 

History 483: World War I 

History 491.01: Diplomatic History 1789-1918 

History 491.02: Diplomatic History Since 1918 

History 493.28: The United States and the Vietnam War Era 

History 493.32: The North American Petroleum Industry 

History 583: United States Foreign Policy  

International Relations 301: A Multidisciplinary Survey of International Relations (co-

taught with Mark Baron) 

International Relations 501: Advanced Seminar in International Relations 

Social Sciences 201: An Introduction to the Social Sciences 

 

At Ohio University 

History 103: Europe Since 1789 

 

Service: 

University of Calgary 

Graduate Committee, Department of History, 2013-2014 
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Search Committee, Department of History, Tier II Canada Research Chair Energy History, 2013 

Faculty of Arts Dean’s Advisory Council, 2011-2012 

Faculty of Arts Inderdisciplinary Workgroup, 2011-2013 

University of Calgary Press Editorial Board, 2011-Present 

Undergraduate Committee, Department of History 2008-2009, 2011-2013 

 

Publications: 

Book.  Globalization and the World Oil Industry, Taylor and Francis, (forthcoming) 

Article, “Anonymity and Ambivalence: The Canadian and American Oil Industries and the 

Emergence of Continental Oil,” Journal of American History 99:1 (June 2012) 

Article.  “The ‘Dirty Oil’ Card and Canadian Foreign Policy” Canadian Defense and Foreign 

Affairs Institute.  (October 2010) 

Witness, 39th Parliament, 2nd Session, (Canada) Standing Committee on Environment and 

Sustainable Development, June 16, 2008. 

Roundtable Discussion, Developing Alberta’s Oil Sands on H-Energy; January 2007 

Book. Developing Alberta’s Oil Sands: From Karl Clark to Kyoto.  Calgary: University of 

Calgary Press. 2004. 

 

Reviews: 

Book Review, “John Deutch, The Crisis in Energy Policy” Journal of American History 99:3 

(December 2012) 

Book Review, “Andrew Nikiforuk, The Tar Sands: Dirty Oil and the Fate of a Continent.”  The 

International Journal 65(1). 

Book Review, “Sandy Gow’s Roughneck, Rock Bits and Rigs: The Evolution of Oil Well Drilling 

Technology in Alberta, 1883-1970.”  The Canadian Historical Review, 88(4). 

 

Public History:  

Mavericks Exhibit, Glenbow Museum, Calgary, Alberta, 2007. 

 Exhibit interview, “The National Energy Program” 

 Contextual Essay, “Alberta’s Oil and Gas Industry, Origins to the NEP” 

 Biography, “Charlie Stalnaker: Oil Well Shooter” 

 Biography, “Jack Gallagher and Dome Oil’s Arctic Quest.” 

 

Invited Lectures: 

“Ohio’s Natural Gas Boom: Origins, Challenges, and Implications.” 2013 Kennedy Lecture, 

Zanesville, Ohio, April 23, 2013. 

“Canada, the EU and the Eurozone Crisis: Implications for the Comprehensive Economic and 

Trade Agreement.” The University of Calgary, January 22, 2013. 

“Innovation in Alberta’s Oil Sands” STAS 343. March 30, 2010. University of Calgary  

“Technological Innovation and Alberta’s Oil Sands,” The Centre for Innovation Studies, Calgary, 

Alberta, June 11, 2008. 

“Project OILSAND: The Use of Atomic Energy for In Situ Operations in Alberta’s Oil Sands.”  

Petro-Canada Ltd., Calgary, Alberta. May 2006. 

“The Development of the Oil Sands.”  Petroleum History Society, Calgary, Alberta.  May 4, 2005 

 

 

Interviews: 

I have been interviewed by a number of print and television outlets on a variety of energy and 

provincial politics related issues since 2004.  The following is a partial list of 
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publications/programs/news outlets that have conducted interviews with me or sought comment 

on Canadian energy: 

 

al Jazeera 

BBC 

Business News Network 

Canadian Press 

CBC’s The National 

CBC’s The Hour 

CBC Radio North 

Global Calgary 

CTV National 

CTV Toronto 

The Calgary Herald 

The Calgary Sun 

The Globe and Mail 

Maclean’s  

The New York Times 

Oilweek 

Radio Canada (French) 

Report on Business Television 

 

Graduate Student Supervision: 

Kelly Ogle (Master’s - CMSS) 

Michael Kuzik (Master’s - CMSS) “The FTA’s Energy Provisions and Canada’s Oil Export 

Options” – Defended April 2013. 

 

Honour’s Student Supervision: 
Jonathan Harper (History) 2013. 

 

Graduate Student Committee: 

Chris Pak-Cheong Chung, “’Since Time Immemorial:’ China’s Historical Claim to the South 

China Sea.” M.A. History, 2013. 

Jeremy Stuart, “Captains of Industry Crewing the Ship of State: Dollar a year Men and Industrial 

Mobilization in World War II Canada, 1939-1941.” M.S.S. CMSS, 2013 

Avram Lytton, “In the House of Rimmon: British Aid to the Soviet Union, June-September 

1941.” M.A. History, 2012. 

Matthew Hefler, “’The least agreeable of the Roman Emperors, and mad at that:’ The Role of 

Intelligence in the Formation of British Policy Toward Fascist Italy, 1935-1940”. M.A. 

History, 2012 

Dorian Klepach, “’It is practically French already:’ Lord Curzon, Signals Intelligence, and 

Solving the Tangier Question, 1918-1923.” M.A. History, 2012. 

Daniel Fitzsimmons, “Tipping the Scales of Conflict: Defence Policy Decision-Making in the 

Canadian Federal Cabinet.” Ph.D. Political Science, 2012. 

Lucas Ker, “In the National Interest – Borden and the Siberian Intervention, 1918-1919”  M.A. 

History, 2011. 

Scott Fitzsimmons, “The Art of Private Warfare: A Normative Theory of the Military 

Performance of Modern Mercenary Forces,” Ph.D. Political Science, 2011 

Steven Wagner, “Britain and the Jewish Underground, 1944-1946: Intelligence, Policy and 

Resistance,” M.A. History, 2010. 
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Dima Lazarova, “Energy Security and the International Relations Canon: A Case Study on 

China” M.A. Political Science, 2010 

Daniel E. Houser, “Drilling Rig Workers in Alberta: Folk Models of Economics in the Oilfields.” 

M.A. Anthropology, 2010 

Ryan Scholefield, “The Canada-U.S. Softwood Lumber Dispute: Lessons in Managed Trade” 

M.A. Economics, 2009 

Tushna Soonawalla, “Critical Infrastructure Protection in Canada: Focus on the Energy Sector.”  

M.S.S. CMSS, 2009 

Adam Bailey, “Sport and Community: Football and the Peace Lines in Belfast” M.A. 

Anthropology, 2008 

Aaron Plammondon, “Political Parrying: The Procurement of the Sea King Helicopter and the 

Cancellation of the New Shipborne Aircraft Program, 163-1993”  Ph.D. History, 2006. 

 

Awards/Recognition 

2012 Petroleum History Society Article of the Year – “Anonymity and Ambivalence” 

2004-05 University of Calgary Student Union’s Teaching Excellence Award 

2004 Petroleum History Society Book of the Year Award – Developing Alberta’s Oil Sands 

1999-00 Ohio University Most Outstanding Teacher of Record Award (Graduate award, 

Department of History)  

 

Professional Training: 

Violence Threat and Risk Assessment – Level 1 – June 2012. 

 

Professional Affiliations: 
Society for Historians of American Foreign Relations 

 

 


