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This seminar will examine the history of English interaction in the wider world during
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Historians have recognized this period as one
during which England transitioned from an insular nation to a significant power in
Europe and the world. The seminar includes three parts: (1) an overview of the history
of English global activity through a close reading of a seminal set of essays; (2) written
reviews and presentations of primary and secondary sources; and (3) the preparation
and presentation of a major research paper.

Book for Purchase

Nicholas Canny, ed., The Origins of Empire: British Overseas Enterprise to the Close of
the Seventeenth Century. (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1998)
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