HTST 473 (FALL 2013)
CRIME AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE IN ENGLAND
Dr. Ken MacMillan
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30-10:45am

This image depicts men being punished at the pillory. They are forced to walk in circles and
suffer the jeering of the crowd. This “shaming ritual” was a common punishment in early
modern England. It was intended to maintain boundaries of behaviour in local communities.

Description: This course investigates crime and criminal justice in England from medieval to
modern times. Topics will include the rise of courts, judges, and juries; trial procedure and
punishment; crime legislation and jurisprudence; and the development of police forces and
prisons. Intersecting subjects such as gender, class, order, and urban versus rural approaches
to crime will also be addressed.

Prerequisite: One European History course or consent of the Department.

Reading List: James Sharpe, Crime in Early Modern England, 1550-1750; Clive Emsley, Crime
and Society in England, 1750-1900; scholarly articles and primary source readings for
assignments.

Grading: Weekly group work, document analysis, research essay, final exam.



